
Facts about Declawing  

What is declawing? 

 
 
 
 
 

What are the side effects of declawing? 

 
 

Are there any alternatives? 

 
 
Is declawing illegal? 

 

 

Declawing is a serious medical procedure where a cat's toe bones and claws are amputated. 

Despite its name, declawing isn't just the removal of a cat's claws. If the same procedure was 

performed on a human, his finger would be amputated at the last knuckle. 

Yes, Declawing is illegal in most European countries, as well as Israel. In the U.S., many 

Californian cities have passed declawing bans. 

 

"Declawing is pretty much an American thing, it's something people do for their own convenience 

without realizing what actually happens to their beloved cat. In England declawing is termed 

"inhumane" and "unnecessary mutilation." I agree. In many European countries it is illegal." 

Complications from the surgery itself include “anesthetic complications, hemorrhage, infection 

and pain. After the recovery period, declawing can result in lifelong physical and behavioral 

problems.  A declawed cat is at risk of pain in the paw, lameness, infection, dead tissue, nerve 

damage, bone spurs, and back pain.  Since declawing changes the way a cat walks, over time, this 

imbalance can cause chronic pain.  If the nail is not removed properly, it can regrow, an incredibly 

painful process for cats. 

 

Some cats develop an aversion to using the litter box due to the pain in its paws.  The majority of 

cats may resort to biting to compensate for the loss of their primary defense mechanism. 

Declawing fundamentally changes a cat’s natural instincts to use their claws to stretch, scratch, 

and mark territory. 

Nail Caps - Soft Paws Nail Caps go over the cat’s nails, but are hollow inside.  They stay on for about 

four to six weeks and eventually fall off.   

Cat Scratching Posts – It is in a cat’s nature to scratch.  Providing amble scratching posts will help 

discourage them from scratching in inappropriate places.     

Double-Sided tape – This tape is sticky on both sides and by placing it on objects you prefer them 

not to scratch, the stickiness acts as a natural deterrent.    

Feiliway – Feiliway produces a synthetic pheromone that many cats produce to help them feel 

comfortable and safe.  It comes in many different diffusion forms from sprays to pug-ins.  


